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Parish Council website: www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk 
 

Parish Councillors    —   Contact Details 

John Bater Church Farm 723532 jbater@suffolkonline.net 

Tim Chase Home Farm  685228 timbridge3@btinternet.com 

Rod Durbin Brambleside 723141 rdurbin@communique-creative.com 

Patrick Garland March House 621211 Patrick.garland@alpharma.com 

Chairman - Trevor Jessop The Old Brewhouse 724272 trevorjessop@btinternet.com 

Vickie Neilson 1 Barrel Cottages 724711 vickie.neilson@btopenworld.com 

Gwenda Weeks Corner Cottage 723703 gwendaweeks@mac.com 

Vice Chairman - David Harris Watermill House 723839 dharris@mhbuk.com 

SCDC:  Cllr Bob Snell Moonrise, The Street, Cretingham IP13 7BG 
01728 685877     Bob.Snell@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk  

SCC:  Cllr Peter Bellfield The Old Rectory, Grundisburgh Rd. Clopton, IP13 6QB 
01473 735259     peter.bellfield@councillors.suffolk.co.uk 

Police:   
PCSO  Christian Hassler        

                              
01473 613500      saxfram.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 

District  and County Contacts 

Wheelie Bins 
Now that the new recycling bins are in use, residents are asked to ensure that they are 
removed from the roadside after the weekly collection has been made.  This will keep 
our village looking tidy and hopefully avoid any removal or ’resiting’ of bins.    

Website 
If you are planning a village event, remember to look on the ‘Events’ page of the 
Kettleburgh website (www.kettleburgh.suffolk.gov.uk) for up to date information of 
dates that have been confirmed. You will also find details of some events in 
neighbouring villages. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Our new Neighbourhood Watch coordinator is Derrick Neilson.  Whilst any crimes ‘in 
progress’ should be reported directly to the police, if you have any concerns such as 
suspicious vehicles (take the registrations), or callers asking to buy, sell, or gain entry, 
he is able to offer advice and will always be pleased to speak with you.     
Derrick’s contact details are:  
Tel: 724711 
Email: derrick48@btopenworld.com 

Village Hall News 
You may have noticed that the outside of the Village Hall has now been decorated and 
is in good condition for the Winter months ahead. If you have been inside the hall 
recently, you will also have seen the refurbished floor. Roger Hyde of Halstead, Essex 
undertook this work, which involved banging in some 250 nails and then sanding and 
sealing the floor to give it a super new finish. Please respect the new floor and do not 
drag chairs and tables over it.  Plans for internal decoration, new tables and upgrading 
of the Ladies and Gents toilets are being considered.  The management committee has 
set up a fortnightly rota to maintain the cleanliness of the hall, but it should be stressed 
that users of the hall are expected to leave it in a clean and tidy condition.   

Christmas Tree Lighting 
This annual event is organised by the Village Hall Committee and it will take place this 
year on Saturday 13th December.  Put the date in your diary  and look out for  notices 
which will give more details closer to the date.  



Report from the Parish Council  
Kettleburgh Parish Councillors met on Wednesday 10th September in the Village Hall.   
A large proportion of the meeting was dedicated to discussing the Local Government 
Review which is being undertaken by the Boundary Commission (BC).   A representative 
from Suffolk County Council was present to give the County Council view of these 
proposals and Councillors took part in a full discussion. The following points constitute a 
summary: 
·     All were in agreement that this was an important issue. 
·     In our response, the Parish Council needs to state that retaining the status quo is 

the preferred option, but also to comment on the proposals. 
·     Councillors who had attended local presentations agreed that  the majority 

opinion was that if a choice had to be made, a single unitary (One Suffolk) was 
the preferred option.   

·     The lack of support for the North Haven option (two Unitaries) reflected the 
fact that Ipswich and Felixstowe have all the economic wealth, leaving rural 
Suffolk lacking in economic resources. 

·     The only merit in the SCDC preferred option (an East/West split plus a Unitary 
Ipswich) was that a single authority would look after the coastal area.  

·     There has been no comment to Parish Councillors from residents in Kettleburgh 
on this subject.  

·     Suffolk Preservation Society has produced its response to the proposals and is in 
favour of retaining the status quo.  Their proposals will form a useful background 
to and reference for the Parish Council’s submission. 

·     If the North Haven proposal is adopted, rural areas will suffer, particularly with 
regard to care in the community.  

    Opinions varied as to the best way to respond to the BC:  
·     All Councillors were in favour of retaining the status quo, yet this was not a valid 

response, being outside the remit of the BC review.   
·     Not enough facts were given to respond in the terms required by the BC.   
·     It was a case of choosing the least bad option. 
·     Not enough facts are available to make sound comments to the BC. 
·     The arguments relating to finance and economies of scale were faulty. 
The Chairman requested any further views to be sent to him. He would then prepare 
a response to be sent to the Boundary Commission.  
Parish Tree Scheme: there are two proposals for this year’s scheme - one from 
Kettleburgh Green Trust for 50 metres of native hedging  and the second for the  
continuation of planting alongside FP11, to the rear of Church Farm.  Following a 
discussion on the merits of spending the precept on this scheme, the following 
proposal was unanimously agreed: the Parish Council will facilitate the Parish Tree 
Scheme. If residents or organisations in Kettleburgh wish to take part, they would 
bear any cost not covered by SCDC. Cllr Chase will make the necessary arrangements 
with SCDC and pass the costs on to the proposers. 
Notice Board: the offer by Mr Matthew Payne to gift the land on which the Parish Notice 
board stands was gratefully accepted.  The necessary paperwork will be prepared.   
The Village Green  and Councillor Responsibilities reports were held over to the next 
meeting. 
The meeting closed at 10:05p.m. 

Planning Decisions from SCDC:  
C08/1422 – Corner Cottage 
Construction of 2 bedroomed dwelling with attached garage.    APPROVED 

Traffic Meeting 
Over twenty people attended a meeting in the Village Hall on Tuesday                
4th November.  After a welcome by Parish Council Chairman Trevor Jessop,       
Rod Durbin, Parish Councillor with responsibility for Police Liaison and Highways, 
gave an overview of the longstanding problem of traffic speeding through the 
village.  After outlining ideas considered by the present, and previous Parish 
Councils, he opened the meeting for discussion. Many options were considered and 
a report will be made at the next Parish  Council meeting.  Possible means of Traffic 
Calming that will be considered include: 

·     Extending the 30 m.p.h. area and/or additional 30 m.p.h. repeaters. 
·     Road markings for visual narrowing. 
·     Rumble strips—for a countdown to the restricted area. 
·     The use of parked cars to slow traffic down. 
·     Reinstating the footpath in The Street by the village sign. 
·     Creative signage to make drivers aware of their speed. 

We are grateful to Luke Barber, Road Safety Engineer at SCC and PCSO Mary 
Thompson,  for their advice and information and we will continue to liaise with 
them. Thanks also to Rod for arranging the meeting.  

Footpaths 
When I became a Parish Councillor I volunteered to take on the role of Footpath 
Liaison between the Parish and Suffolk County Council.  To understand more fully 
what I had taken on I arranged a meeting with the Rights of Way Officer responsible 
for the Kettleburgh area.   The questions I raised were things like who is responsible 
for keeping the footpaths clear, what happens if there is an obstruction on the 
footpath, etc.  SCC is responsible for maintenance of the path surface including 
cutting down the natural vegetation. They have limited resources and this process 
would normally be undertaken a couple of times a year.   
However, it is the landowner’s responsibility to control any overhanging growth and 
crops on cross-field paths.  Where footpaths go across the fields, the landowner 
must reinstate any paths after ploughing or where crops are growing.  What the 
Rights of Way officer did say was that if any situations did arise I should inform 
them and not endeavour to solve the problems myself.  
Suffolk County Council would normally write to the individual landowners to 
request that the pathways are kept accessible to all walkers, ramblers etc.  If you 
come across any paths that have become inaccessible or you feel that the signposting 
could be improved, please let me know and I will take this up with the Rights of 
Way Officer.                               Vickie Neilson email vickie.neilson@btopenworld.com 


